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CONVERSION OF THE JEWS. 


Wr are indebted to an obliging friend for the receipt of a small Tract late- 
ly published at Boston, entitled, ‘ 2 Concise Account of the London Society 
for promoting Christianity among the Jews. It is from the well known pen of 
a lady who has favoured the religious world with some highly useful works, 
among which, is * The History of the Jews from the destruction of Jerusalem 
to the 19th century ;? and whose active benevolence in behalf of that interest- 
ing, but much neglected people, has been recently exerted with good effect 
among her female fellow-citizens, and greatly contributed to the establishment 
of an association of ladies in Boston and its vicinity, in aid of the London So- 
ciety above mentioned. Of the formation of this institution of Boston in June 
last, we gave some account in No. 15. As we propose soon to give an account 
of the steps which have been taken in this place for some months past, to de- 
vise a plan for attempting the conversion of the Jews who live among us, we 
presume that the above mentioned Summary of what has been done by our 
Christian brethren across the Atlantic to promote that desirable object, will 
not be unacceptable to our readers. 

After some preliminary remarks, the Tract proceeds as follows : 


““ This Society, which was established in 1809, consists of a Patron, President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, and life and annual members, together with such 
officers and servants as may be necessary for conducting the business of the in- 
stitution. Men of piety and benevolence, of talents and learning, of influence 
and rank, of nobility and royalty, have come forward to assist in promoting 
the temporal and eternal welfare of the Jews. 

The means adopted to effect this great object are, the extensive circulation 
of the Bible, and endeavouring to excite the Jews to search their owa Scrip- 
tures. Religious ‘Tracts have been not ouly distributed among the Jews in 
England, but large quantities have been sent to their countrymen in forei 
parts. Achurch has been procured, since called the Jews’ Chapel, where the 
Rev. Mr. Frey, a converted Jew, has preached a weekly lecture to his bre- 
thren, and great numbers of them have attended. They have also established 
a quarterly lecture to be preached to the Jews; and the discourses are, by 
way of distinction, denominated Demonstration Sermons, or Sermons demon- 
strative of our Lord Jesus Christ, as the true Messiah. Lectures have alse 
been preached for their benefit in thé Episcopal Chapel in Ely place by mi- 
nisters of the established Church. Anothcr important undertaking of the Lon- 
don Society is the translation of the New ‘Testament into Hebrew, that they 
may be able to give it to the Jews in their native language. In order to ren- 
der it as correct as possible, fifty clergymen of diferent denominations, among 
whom are the professors of each of the universities in the three kingdoms, su- 
perintend the translation gratuitously, and with the utmost care and circum- 
spection; and the Society hope to circulate the New Testament in pure bib- 
lical Hebrew, among the dispersed of Judah and Israel in every part of the. 
world. ‘The Society also are sensible of the vast importance of early instilling 
the principles of virtue and piety into the youthful mind. For this purpose they 
have established a charity school for Jewish children to receive their education 
till they arrive at a proper age to be bound out apprentices in religious fami- 
lies. A numberof the boys who have exhibited superior talents have been 
placed under the tuition and care of Rev. Mr. Frey, to receive that education 
which shall fit them for missions athome or abroad. Boys of promising piet 
and ability are to be selected for the same purpose, and it is hoped they will, 
with the divine blessing, become useful to their nation. The Seciet ex? 
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tend their protection to those adult Jews, who, upon their profession of the 
Christian religion, are renounced and refused any assistance from their bre- 
thren : they have established a printing office, which has furnished employment 
for a number who have conducted themselves with propriety. Others, who 
are abandoned and persecuted for their religion, are employed by the Society 
in a Cotton Manufactory. They have also commenced a Sunday School for 
the benefit of those adult Jews who may be disposed to attend ; as many of 
this people are deplorably ignorant, and very few, comparatively, are instruct- 
ed in the English language : and that no occasion may be lost of supplying a 
Jew with a copy of the holy Scriptures in the language in which he is able to 
read them, the Sociéty have purchased, for occasional distribution, a number 
of Bibles and Testaments in the German and Portuguese languages. 

The London Society publish annually a Jewish Repository, or monthly 
communication, respecting the Jews, which commenced January, 1813, and 
is continued to the present time*. It contains papers on all subjects connect- 
ed with Judaism, Jewish affairs, or Hebrew literature. They are collecting 
all the writings and opinions of ancient and modern Jews, with a view to an- 
swer and expose them. They recommend the study of Jewish history : *¢ This 
people,” say they, ** as a nation, are too little known; it would be eminent- 
ly serviceable to us all, as Christians and Gentiles, to know how that nation 
is degraded—how treated by Christians.” Hence they consider it their in- 
dispensable duty to acquaint themselves with the manners, customs, habits, 
and prejudices of this people, both ancient and modern ; and above all, to take - 
care to refute and expose all the errors and absurdities of their present mis- 
taken opinionst. Agents are employed by the Society for the purpose of as- 
certaining the present state of the Jews on the continent, and distributing reli- 
gious Tracts among them. These Tracts, which are written expressly for 
their usé, are generally gratefully received by them ; and the Jews on the con- 
tinent appear to have an increasing disposition to inquire into the truth of the 
Christian religion. 

The London Society is founded on a principle, in which the Established 
Church and Christians of various denominations of Dissenters can cordially 
unite. Itis their plan to limit themselves to the simple object of convincing 
their Jewish brethren, that Jesus is ihe Messiah, the Saviour of the world ; 
leaving them, when thus instructed, to search the Scriptures, and judge for 
themselves respecting all inferior points on which Christians themselves are not 
agreed. 

“On April 7th, 1815, the first stone of the Episcopal Chapel School and Asy- 
lumf, at Bethnal Green, was laid by his Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, 
the patron of the London Society. ‘The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, and each of 
the Lords and other Vice Presidents, took a part in the ceremony, which was 
performed in the presence of nearly twenty thousand spectators. An appro- 
priate prayer was read, and the divine blessing fervently implored upon the 
erection of the Chapel, which was dedicated to the conversion of Israel. On 
this occasion the benevolent spirit of Christianity rose superior to the narrow 
restriction of denomination and party. The prelates of the National Esta- 
blishment, and ministers of various denominations of Dissenters, united ia 
their prayers and exertions for the salvation of Israel; and in the pure, disin- 
terested, Catholic spirit of the Gospel of Christ, the dissenters cheerfully con- 
tributed to build an Episcopal chapel. 

The Rev. Dr. Collyer observed on this occasion, ** We are now realizing 
ihe feeling which St. Paul entertained when he said, henceforth I know no man 
according to the flesh. 1 know him no more according to his denomination, 


* In 1816, the plan of this work was enlarged, and a new title substituted, viz. The Jewish 
Expositor, or Friend of Israel . “a 
¢ At an early period of the Institution. it became an object of the London Society to.col- 
lect a Library. consisting of all those works on Hebrew literature wh ch are of highest repute 
ng the Jews, and most nearly connected with the Jewish and Christian controversy 
t This building was designed to be at once an Asylum and House of Industry for indigent 
conyerted Jews. 
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I know him only as a follower of Jesus Christ. We are giving one another to 
see, that as the children of a common parent, and above all, as Christians and 
followers of a common master ; the real points of our difference are very few, 
those of our agreement are incalculably numerous. It is not possible in the 
présent world to produce uniformity of observance, but it is absolutely unne- 
cessary. How is the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ answered on these and 
similar occasions, that all his disciples might be one, even as-he and his father 
were one. When Jesus Christ was stripped of his robe at the foot of the cross, 
the soldiers would not divide it; they spared it because of its beauty, and 
said, ‘ Let us cast lots for it.?_ Let it then never be said that Christians in the 
nineteenth century are dividing that mantle which heathens spared.” 

On 16th of July, 1814, the Episcopal chapel, erected by the London Socie- 
ty at Bethnal Green, was opened under a license from the Right Rev. the 
Lord Bishop of London. Thus a year which was signalized by the restora- 
tion of an interval of peace to the bleeding nations of Europe, was likewise 
distinguished by the opening of the first Christian place of worslfip which has 
been erected for the peculiar use of the descendants of Abraham, since the pe- 
riod of their dispersion among all nations on the final destruction of Jerusa- 
lem by the Romans. The chapel has been well filled, and though many of 
the unconverted Jews do not usually attend it, yet on some occasions there 
has been a considerable number. There is reason to believe that the chapel 
has proved very useful to the Christian inhabitants of that quarter of the sub- 


urbs of the Metropolis. The Society confidently hope that the existence of 


so many converted Jews, collected in one congregation, under the patronage 
of the established Church, cannot fail powerfully to attract, and ultimately to 
command, the attention of the Jewish nation. ‘he chapel is under the minis- 
terial charge of the Rev. Mr. Hawtrey, one of the secretaries to the London 
Society, and a regular clergyman of the Church of England. 

‘The benevolent exertions of the London Society in behalf of the. Jews, have 
roused the attention of the Christian world to the obligations of promoting 
Christianity among this long persecuted and suffering people; and excited a 
strong sensation among the Jews themselves: several hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands of them, having become possessed with the sacred spirit of inquiry after 
truth, assemble in greater or less numbers to hear the Gospel preached, with 
a view to its adoptioa, if convinced by the evidence that Jesus Christ was 
their expected Messiah. In 1815, one hundred and forty two Jewish children 
had been educated in Christian principles by the Society, with the consent 
and request of their parents, and they are willing to receive as many as the 
Jews will intrust to their patronage. Fifty-nine persons have been initiated 
into the Christian Church by baptism. A number of Jews are preparing them- 
selves for the ministry, who, it is hoped, will be eminently useful in preaching 
to their brethren. ‘The Institution lias received the zealous support and co- 
operation of numerous Auxiliary Societies, which have greatly increased in 
different parts of the United kingdom ; among which, there is one in Scotland, 
and two in Dublin; one consisting of ladies*,.the other of genilemen. At 
Bristol there is also an Auxiliary Society ; and the clergy in that city have 
begun to imitate the example of their brethren in London, by opening their 
Churches for monthly lectures on subjects relative to the Jews. New corres 
pondences have been opened in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and some lites 
rary characters of the highest respectability in the different universities, have 
enrolled themselves as subscribers and corresponding membera. 

The converted Jews have formed a Society called the Children of Abraham, 
who held their first anniversary meeting, in 1014, at the Jew’s Chapel. ‘This 
Society meet once a week, in the name of Jesus Christ, for religious instruc- 
tion, and offer their supplications to the God of Abraham for themselves, and 
their Jewish brethren. Several Christian fricnds assemble and unite in pray- 
er for the house of Israel, and the extension of the Messiah’s kingdom. 

a There is a large numer of Jalie.’ Augiliary Societies in various parts of Creat Brit 
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A number of excellent sermons have been preached before the London So- 
ciety, to animate and assist them in the great object of converting the Jews. 
The following extracts are selected from a discourse of the Rev. J. W. Cun- 
ningham, Vicar of Harrow, and an author whose ingenious publications 
have obtained great celebrity in New England. His sermon is on Numbers 
xxiii. 8. ‘* How shalll curse whom God hath not cursed; or how shall I defy 
whom the Lord hath not defied?” After detailing the awful and mysterious 
character of Balaam, Mr. Cunningham proceeds to show, that there has becn 
in all ages a striking opposition between the designs of God and the conduct of 
men towards the Jewish people. Under this head, he notices the persecution 
the Jews have suffered, and describes the manifestations of divine mercy to- 
wards this favoured people at different epochs in their history ; and observes 
as follows : 

** Let us now come to a foarth period, viz. to our own days. And here it is 
necessary to observe, that, notwithstanding the continued unbelief and dis- 
obedience of the Jews, the merciful intentions of God towards his prostrate 
people are as obvious and prominent now, as at any other period of their bis- 
tory. It is true that they are fallen—fallen as those must expect to fall who 
‘¢ trample under foot the Son of God, and count the blood of the covenant an 
unholy thing”—fallen as you and I must expect to fall, if, when God stretches 
out the golden sceptre of mercy, we-refuse to take hold of it. They are in- 
deed fallen ; but is the patience of God, therefore, towards them exhausted ; 
has he no mercies in store for them; does he mean to leave them in the dust; 
shall the banner of falsehood for ever float upon the towers of the Holy City ; 
shall the daughter of Zion sit for ever in her gates mourning and desolate? 
‘Search the Scriptures,’ my brethren, unrol any page of the prophetical vo- 
lume, and what do youfind? Promises, I may venture to say, almost count- 
less in their number, and immeasurable in their extent, renewing to the Jews 
the charter of their hopes, and triumphs, and joys ; promising the Messiah for a 
King, and “ the uttermost parts of the earth for their possession!” I will 
strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph: and I will 
bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them, and they shall 
be as though | had not cast them off; for I am the Lord their God, and I will 
hear them ; I willhiss for them, and gather them ; for I have redeemed them : 
they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their chil- 
dren, and turn again.”? But itis needJess to multiply extracts of this kind. 
‘They abound in the sacred volume. Whenever the harp of Zion sounds, the 
song of their future triumph is heard. Whenever the hand of prophecy rends 
the veil from future events, and displays to us the glories of the last days, it 
always points to the Jews as first in the procession of worthies—as leading the 
march of universal victory—as resuming their lost precedency over an evan- 
gelized world. The ultimate triumphs of Christianity itself are represented 
as, in a measure, suspended upon the conversion of the Jews. The world is to 
wait fer them. The hand of eternal mercy is to be unchained only by their 
conversion. ‘The earth is not to be watered by the richest dews of heaven, 
till the vine flourishes upon the holy hill.” 

Mr. Cunningham proceeds distinctly to state, and answer some of the ob- 
jections which are made to the London Society for attempting the conversion 
of the Jews, and observes, ‘* The principle on which the Society proceeds, is 
this ; it discovers in the sacred writings a general injunction to preach the 
Gospel to all nations. No people being excluded from the blessing, the ser- 
vant of God naturally searches out those points of the universe where his at- 
tempts are likely to be most profitably conducted. Amongst others, he finds 
a people partly mixed up with the mass of Christian society, and partly col- 
lected in the yery centre of Europe; either living in the light of Chris- 
tianity, or touching upon the confines of it. He finds moreover, that the con- 
version of taat nation, thus eligibly circumstanced for instruction, is to pre- 
cede the general conversion of the workl. He discovers that this people have 
oiways becn a peculiar abject of the divine dispensations, and that almost eve 
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ry movement of Providence points to them. Is it then wonderful that their 
conversion should become a favourite object to the devout student of the Bi- 
ble; that he should begin his labours at a point, where he knows that partial 
success will pave the way to the general success; that he should cheer his 
fainting hopes with looking on the star which God hath lighted up in the dark 
horizon of Judea; that he should follow its guidance, and should there choose 
to combat with unbelief, at the point where the triumph of faith is to be 
achieved.” 

Our eloquent author proceeds to observe, “‘ It has been said by some, 
‘© We discover no particular encouragement to undertake the conversion of 
the Jews at the present moment, either in the circumstances of our own coun- 
try, or in those of the world in general.” ‘To this,” says he, “I reply, that 
I do discover such encouragement. I discover it in the dislocation of the Ma- 
hometan power, which has always been the grand political barrier to Jewish 
restoration. I discover it in the concurrent testimony of the most able inter- 
preters of prophecy, that the period for the restoration of the Jews is fast ap- 
proaching. 1 discover itin the fact, that many of the Jews themselves enter- 
tain the same opinion. I discover it in the remarkable circumstance, which 
seems to bé well authenticated, of many having manifested of late a singular 
disposition to migrate to their own land*. I discover it in the unprecedented 
facilities provided in our own age and country, by our commercial connexions, 
by our naval preponderance, and above all, by the very general spirit of reli- 
gious zeal and enterprise which God has so mercifully awakened in this fa- 
voured country. 1 discover it in the means supplied for the operations of this 
Society, and the operations of other Societies ; by the circulation of Bibles, 
and of Missionaries abroad, and by the erection of schools, upon a new and 
powerful principle, at home. I discover it in the fact of the almost instan- 
taneous erection of a Society, combining so much of the virtue, talents, and 
wealth of the country, and successful beyond all hope in its application to pub- 
lic benevolence. These are facilities, my brethren, which, in my poor judg- 
ment, no individual can safely neglect toemploy. These are calls which J, 
for one, am afraid not to obey.” 

“ We have much lost time to redeem; many past injuries to carcel; many 
and countless obligations to this afflicted people to repay. As I stand here f 
seem to hear the voices of those Jews who evangelized the world, calling for 
some return to their country. Ihear again the voice of Him who condescend- 
ed to spring from a Jewish mother, and to dwell upon its favoured soil, calling 
upon us to teach all nations, ‘* beginning at Jerusalem.” And hearing such 
invitations, I desire myself to obey them; and [ feel it incumbent on me to 
say to you,-Come, and let us join hand and heart in this great work.” 

—2 +o 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by 
Adjournments, from the 24th of the Fifth Month, to the 
2d of the Sixth Month, inclusive, 1815, to the Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great Britain, Ire- 
land, and elsewhere. 

Dear FRIENDS, 
In offering you the salutation of our love, we believe it 
right to acknowledge our thankfulness to the Author of all 
good, that we have been permitted to meet together. We 


% The following anecdote is introduced with peculiar effect. “I remember,” says Mr. 
Cunningham. ** to have beard the late venerable Bishop Porteus, net long before his death, 
tanding, as it were, upon the very verze of heaven, and thence. per , catching some 
more than common glimpse of the glories within, use his expiring strength to stimulate his 
countrymen te bevoine the apostles of the land of lerde!.”’ 
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have had again to rejoice in a sense of the goodness of Him 
who, by his presence, owned us in times past; and though 
sensible of the loss of the labour and counsel of some who 
have recently been removed from the probations'of time, 
we have felt the consoling assurance that the Divine Power 
is both ancient and new. It is from this holy source that 
every enjoyment, both spiritual and temporal, flows ; it is to 
the- Lord Almighty that we are indebted for the blessing of 
existence, for the means of redemption, and for that lively 
hope of immortality which comes by Jesus Christ. To his 
service, then, dear friends, in obedience to the manifestation 
of his power, let us offer our talents ; to the glory of his great 
and excellent name, let,us devote our strength ard the resi- 
due of our days. 

The state of our religious Society, as transmitted from the 
several bodies which constitute this Yearly Meeting, has been 
again brought under our view, Accounts of the sufferings 
of our re chiefly for tithes and other ecclesiastical de- 
mands, and for claims of a military nature, to the amount of 
fifteen thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven pounds, 
have been reported ; and we are informed that ten of our 
young men have been imprisoned since last year, for refus- 
ing to serve in the local militia. 

We are encouraged in believing that our ancient Christian 
testimony to the inward teaching of the Spirit of Christ, and 
to a free gospel ministry, not only continues to be precious to 
many, but is gaining ground amongst us. ‘The sufferings to 
which we are exposed, are, through the lenity of our govern- 
ment, far less severe than were those of our predecessors. 
To some, however, we believe that these operate at times as 
a trial of their faith and love to the truth. We are disposed 
to remind such, that patience and meekness on their part, 
will tend both to exalt the testimony in the view of others, 
and to promote their own advancement in the Christian 
course. 

The epistle from our friends in Ireland, and those from the 
several Yearly Meetings on the American Continent, have 
again convinced us that we are brethren, bound together by 
the endearing ties of Christian fellowship, desiring as fel- 
low-discip'es to follow the same Lord ; and we feel, that there 
is in the Gospel of Christ a union that is not dissolved by dis- 
tance, nor affected by the jarring contentions of men. 

We are engaged tenderly to caution friends against an 
eager pursuit after the things of this life. We believe that 
many who begin the world with moderate views, meeting at 
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first with success in trade, go on extending their commercial 
concerns, until they become involved therein to a degree pro- 
hibited by the precepts of Christ, and incompatible with their 
own safety. Thus situated, some may be tempted to adopt 
a line of conduct dishonourable in itself, wey injurious to 
others. On this subject, we think it right to repeat some ad- 
vice given by the Yearly Meeting in its printed epistle of 
1771: “ We warn all against a most pernicious practice, too 
much prevailing amongst the trading part of mankind, which 
hath often issued in the utter ruin of those concerned therein, 
uamely, that of raising and circulating a fictitious kind of pa- 
per credit, with endorsements and acceptances, to give it an 
appearance of value without an intrinsic reality: a practice 
highly unbecoming that uprightness which ought to appear in 
every member of our religious Society, and of which there- 
fore we think it our incumbent duty to declare our disappro- 
bation, (and disunity therewith,) as absolutely inconsistent 
with that Truth we make profession of.’>—Epistle, 1771. 
That contentment which characterizes, the pious Christian, 
is a treasure which we covet for all our members; and we 
especially desire that those who are setting out in life may 
so circumscribe their expectations, and limit their domestic 
establishments, as not to bring upon themselves expenses 
which could only be supported U an imprudent extension of 
their trade. Care in this respect will enable them to allot 
more of their time to the service of their fellow-men, and to 
the promotion of the Lord’s cause. We believe that, were 
parents to instil into the minds of their children principles of 
moderation and economy, suited to their future expectations, 
it would, under the Divine blessing, not only conduce to their 
possess but promote their safety and comfort in life. 
e are far from wishing to discourage honest industry ; and 
further still from countenancing in any degree a spirit of 
avarice. We are not insensible, that the situation of man 
of our members is such as renders necessary to them a dili- 
gent attention to the concerns of this life. Christian simpli- 
city and self-denial we would, however, earnestly recom- 
mend: these attained, the object which, in this respect, we 
have at heart for all our dear friends will be ican teat 
Amongst other deficiencies reported to us at this time, we 
have been pained in observing, that many appear to be still 
satisfied with attending meetings for Divine worship but once 
in the week. We lament in bitieving that, where indiffer- 
ence to this primary religious duty prevails in any, the spirit 
of the world hath obtained the ascendency in their minds ; 
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for these we have often at former times expressed our con- 
cern, and now again entreat them to consider the privations 
of good to which they subject themselves, and those over 
whom their example prevails, in omitting this most reasona- 
ble service. The habit of constant attendance on these oc- 
casions, forms an important branch of the religious education 
of our youth ; we are therefore desirous of impressing on the 
minds of those to whom they are intrusted, and who them- 
selves may be diligent, to beware how they deprive their 
children of such opportunities on the week-day, even for the 
sake of the attendance at school. 

It has afforded us much satisfaction to believe, that the 
Christian practice of daily reading in families a portion of 
Holy Scripture, with a subsequent pause for retirement and 
reflection, is increasing amongst us. We ‘conceive that it is 
both the duty and the interest of those who believe in the 
doctrines of the Gospel, and who possess the invaluable trea- 
sure of the Sacred Records, frequently to recur to them for 
instruction and consolation. We are desirous that this whole- 
some domestic regulation may be adopted every where. 
Heads of families, who have themselves experienced the be- 
nefit of religious instruction, will do well to consider whether, 
in this respect, they have not a duty to discharge to their 
servants and others of their household. Parents,. looking 
sincerely for help to Him of whom these Scriptures testify, 
may not unfrequently, on such occasions, feel themselves 
enabled and engaged to open to the minds of their interest- 
ing charge, the great truths of Christian duty and Christian 
redemption. 

In considering this subject, our younger friends have been 
brought to our remembrance with warm and tender solici- 
tude. We hope that many of you, dear youth, are no stran- 
gers to this practice, and to some, we trust, it has already 
been least Hesitate not, (we beseech all of this class,) 
to allot a portion of each day to read and meditate upon the 
sacred volume in private: steadily direct your minds to Him 
who alone can open and apply the Scriptures to our spiritual 
benefit. In these seasons of -retirement, seek for ability to 
enter into a close examination of the state of your own hearts ; 
and as you may be enabled, secretly pray to the Almighty 
for preservation from the temptations with which you are 
encompassed. Your advancement in a life of humility, de- 
dication, and dependence upon Divine aid, is a subject of 
our most tender concern. That you might adorn our holy 
profession, by walking watchfully before the Lord, and up- 
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holding our various testimonies, was the care of some of our 
dear friends, of whose decease we have been at this time in- 
formed. They were concerned in early life to evince their 
love to the Truth; they served the Lord in uprightness and 
fear in their generation, and, in their closing moments, were 
permitted to feel an humble trust that, through the mediation 
of our Redeemer, they should become heirs of a kingdom that 
shall never have anend. Let their examples encourage you 
to offer all your natural powers, and every intellectual attain- 
ment, to the service of the same Lord, and patiently to per- 
severe in a course of unremitting obedience to the Divine 
Will. 
+ Now, dear friends, of every age and of every class, we bid 
you affectionately farewell in the Lord Jesus. Let us ever 
bear in mind, whether we attempt, under the influence of 
Christian love, to maintain our testimonies to the spiritual 
and peaceable kingdom of the Lamb; whether we attempt to 
promote the present and future welfare of our fellow-mem-' 
bers and fellow-men ; let us ever remember, that if we obey 
the Divine commandments, we shall do all to the glory of 
God ; we shallalways acknowledge that it is of his mercy, if 
we ever become partakers of the unspeakable privilege of the: 
true disciples of Him who “ died for all, that the; that live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him who 
died for them, and rose again.” 2 Cor, v. 15. 
Signed in and on behalf of the a a 
WILLIAM DILWORTH CREWDSON, 
Clerk to the Meeting this ‘Year. 


sD to 


Extracts from the Report of the 22d General Meeting of 
the (London) Missionary Society. 
(Continued from page 359.) 
CHINA. 

Mr. Moraison, our excellent Missionary in China, still 
eccupies his important station, and pursues with unremitting 
diligence his studies and labours. He is not permitted pub- 
licly to preach the Gospel, nor can he openly distribute the 
Scriptures which he has translated and printed. They are, 
however, widely circulated, especially in the Asiatic islands. 
The late rebellion in China, has rendered the Government 
more jealous and suspicious than ever ; so that not only the 
Roman Catholic religion and its professors have been oppos- 
ed. and persecuted, but all social’ meetings of a religious kind 
have been discouraged, lest combinations of a political na- 
ture should be formed. No edict, it should be understood, 
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was ever issued against Mr. Morrison or his publications in 
particular; the edicts formerly referred to were directed 
against Roman Catholic books, and probably the restriction 
might be applied to the suppression of the sacred Scriptures 
themselves ; but these were never circulated in such a way 
as to attract the notice of Government. Mr. Morrison wishes 
that an erroneous impression made on the minds of many on 
this head may be corrected. 

Mr. Morrison is proceeding in his great work of translat- 
ing the Scriptures into the language of the Chinese. During 
the past year, he has completed and printed the book of Ge- 
nesis. ‘The book of the Psalms was expected to be finished 
by the close of the year. The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, highly appreciating the importance of Mr. Morrison’s 
labours, have added this year to their former liberal dona- 
tions to him, the sum of One Thousand Pounds. This is 
the third grant to the same amount which has been made by 
this noble Institution, and the warmest thanks of this Society 
are certainly due to that respectable body for this additional 
aid. , 

Mr. Morrison and his colleague will now be enabled to 
print off, from the stereotype wooden blocks which are al- 
ready formed, any number that may at any time be required, 
without composing the matter anew, as must be done when 
metal moveable types are employed ; for whatever advan- 
iages the latter method may be supposed to possess, Mr. 
Morrison is decidedly of opinion, that for standard books, 
like the Scriptures, all that can be said in favour of metal 
stereotype, as used in England, applies with equal, if not 
greater force, to the Chinese wooden stereotype. It affords 
the Directors great satisfaction to learn, that the second, or 
duodecimo edition, of the New Testament, lately completed, 
and printed, (as Chinese books must be,) on Chinese paper, 
and bound up, may he afforded at the price of halfa dollar, or 
two shillings and sixpence English. 

The Directors are so deeply impressed by a sense of the 
vast nnportance and probable utility of widely diffusing the 
sacred Scriptures among the hundreds of millions who inha- 
bit China, and the numerous islands of the Eastern seas, and 
so much encouraged by the liberal support given to Mr. Mor- 
rison and Mr. Milne by the Bible Society, that they have 
urged these brethren to use their utmost energies in the glo- 
rious work, promising to support them therein to the utmost 
of their power. 

We have the pleasure of stating that Mr. Morrison’s la- 
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bours among his domestics have not been in vain. One man 
has been baptized, on a credible profession of his faith, and 
some others were inclined to declare themselves Christians, 
but were intimidated by apprehension of the consequences. 

Besides these Biblical labours, Mr. Morrison is proceeding 
with the printing of his Cainese Dionionary, a work sanc- 
tioned by the Directors of the Hon. East India Company, 
whose confidence in Mr. Morrison’s talents is fully evinced 
by their undertaking to execute this expensive work at their 
own cost, and sending out a press, types, and a printer, to 
Canton for that purpose. Mr. M, has issued proposals for 
this publication, which we shall be thankful .to our friends to 
circulate, for the purpose of procuring subscribers ; the Com- 
pany having generously given him, for his own use, the prin- 
cipal part of the impression. 

We have pleasure in being able to state; that Mr. Morri- 
son’s CuinEsE Grammar, printed by the Bengal Govern- 
ment, is'at length published. 

Mr. Milne, the worthy colleague of Mr. Morrison, was re- 
markably. successful in the acquisition of the Chinese lan- 
guage, and.being obliged by the Portuguese to quit Macao, 
he visited, as was stated in our last Report, several of the 
Asiatic islands, especially Java, where, through the kindness 
of his Excellency Governor Raffles, he travelled about 1400 
miles, distributing the New Testament in the Chinese lan- 
guage among all classes of people. By letters received from 
our Missionary in Batavia, we learn, with pleasure, that the 
holy book was not only received in a friendly manner, but 
that many have been attentive to its sacred contents. Mr. 
Supper, in his excursions, has frequently met with persons 
whe have read the New Testament, were much pleased with 
it, and wished fora living interpreter. Indeed, so acceptable 
was Mr. Milne to the Chinese inhabitants of Java, that the 
styled him “ the Chinese Minister,” and expressed a om 
for his return. It is probable that before this time he has 
paid another visit to the island. 

It will be recollected that Mr. Morrison, finding that the 
public preaching of the Gospel is impracticable in China, 
that free intercourse with the natives is not permitted, and 
that even his continuance in the country is precarious, re- 
commended it to the Directors to establish a mission either at 
Malacca or Penang. ‘The former has been preferred, as af- 
fording a central situation, from which intercourse with Chi- 
na, India, Madagascar, and the Malayan Archipelago, may 
be readily maintained ; where no restriction will be laid upon 
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Missionary exertions; to which Missionaries from various 
countries might retire in case of sickness; and above all, 
where pious young men, whether converted Asiatics or Euro- 
peans, might receive instruction preparatory to Missionary 
exertions. Influenced by these and other important conside- 
rations, which had much weight with the Directors, Mr. 
Milne, at the urgent request of Mr. Morrison, removed to 
Malacca during the last summer. ) 

Mr. Milne has composed and printed, in the Chinese lan- 
guage, a History of the Life and Doctrine of Jesus Christ, 
which, in Mr, Morris6n’s opinion, is highly creditable to his 
talents and piety. He has also commenced a monthly pub- 
lication, somewhat resembling the Evangelical Magazine, in 
which the great doctrines of the Gospel will be plainly stat- 
ed, and such information communicated, as will render it in- 
teresting to the reader. » Mr. Milne is greatly delighted with 
the arrival of Mr. Thomson, who was sent out to assist him, 
and hails this event as the commencement of a new Mission, 
the benefits of which he hopes will hereafter be extended to 
all the wide regions included in the name of India beyond the 
Ganges. He earnestly desires that more Missionaries may 
be sent out to him, and requests the Directors to solicit from 
the religious public the gift of books, classical and theologi- 
cal, to form a library for the Malacca mission. 

JAVA. 

Lerrers ofa satisfactory nature have been received from 
Mr. Supper, who officiates as one of the ministers of the 
Dutch Church in Batavia. He has been appointed Secreta- 
ry of the Java Auxiliary Bible Society, and has laudably ex- 
erted himself in the distribution of the English, Dutch, and 
Arabic Bibles, intrusted to. his care, some of which have been 
sent to our Missionaries, Mr. Bruckner, at Samarang, and 
Mr. Kam, at Amboyna. It affords the Directors great plea- 
sure to observe that in this and in many other instances, the 
efforts of the Missionary and Bible Societies are ny arf 
useful to each other ; for whilé the Missionaries are forward- 
ed in their work by the Bibles they receive from the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, that institution is benefited by the 
labours of the Missionaries both in translating and distribut- 
ing the Scriptures. 

Mr. Supper informs us, that the Chinese Tracts sent him 
by Mr. Milne, were received by the people with unspeakable 
gratitude, some of them bowing respectfully to the ground, 
and kissing the books which they received: but he adds thai 
the Arabians, as well as the Chinese, said, ‘“‘ We want teach- 
ers to explain these things to us.” 
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We rejoice to find that, notwithstanding the respectability 
of the station which Mr. Supper occupies, he breathes an ar- 
dent desire to be employed more immediately in Missionary 
labours among the heathen around him, with many of whom, 
as well as with the Mahometans, he has freely conversed; 
and has reason to believe that many of them are disposed te 
receive a better religion than that which they now profess. 
He expresses a wish, that, by the appointment of a suitable 
successor in his Church, he may be at liberty to devote him- 
self wholly to the conversion of the heathen ; he also earnest- 
ly desires, that more Missiqgaries may be sent out to that 
great and populous island, which presents an immense field 
tor their evangelical labours. 

SAMARANG, (in sava,) 
ABOUT 200 MILES FROM BATAVIA. 

Mr. Bruckner is at present One of the ministers in Sa- 
marang. He deeply laments the low state of religion among 
the people. They are generally ignorant of the Gospel, in- 
attentive and indifferent. He has, as yet, no evidence of the 
usefulness of his ministry; but he encourages himself with 
the hope that, after he has acquired the language of the coun- 
try, he shall be able to devote himself to the proper work of 
a Missionary. Mr. Bruckner has visited the south-east part 
of Java, where he found hundreds of persons called Chris- 
tians, but who, from the want of religious instruction, are de- 
plorably ignorant. He mentions the arrival of Mr. Trout, a 
Baptist Missionary, who is learning the Malay Janguage, and 
with whom, he says, he hopes to proceed, hand in hand, in 
the work of the Lord. 


DIO 


JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
From the Christian Guardian, (published in London.) 


Dear Sir, 
Tue following letter was written last November, by a poor 
woman in L——l, toa young man in my parish. I trust it 


will be found a profitable and pleasant morsel for the lambs 
ef Christ’s flock, whom you are anxious to feed; and] am 
sure it must excite in all your readers a fecling of gratitude 
and love to Him who “ out of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings perfects praise.” I am, &c. 

April, 13, 1816. W. W. 

AN ACCOUNT OF A LITTLE BOY BORN NEARLY BLIND. 

| wisH to acquaint you with the character of ym little 
nephew, John B. alittle boy turned four years old. I need 
rot tell you that he was almost blind from his birth, but I must 
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inform you that he has the light and knowledge of God in 
Christ in a wonderful manner for one of his age. Some time 
ago he had the misfortune to break his arm. His first. thought 
was to call upon the Lord; and he desired us to pray for 
him. His mother told him she would take him toa doctor ; 
he said, “ It is not a doctor I want, but that 1 may be prayed 
for, that God would bless me, and then the Lord will cure my 
arm. 

It seems to me as if the Lord had begun a good work in his 
soul. He seems to have a great sense of the duty of prayer. 
We have a strong proof of his faith in prayer; I will give you 
an instance or two: his little sister Agnes fell out of the arms 
of his other sister one day; the child was much frightened, 
and screamed very hard. John took the alarm, and instant- 
ly got his hat and his sister’s bonnet, (a child of three years 
old,) and was hurrying out of the house with her. His mother 
inquired where he was going in such haste. He said; to Mrs. 
M. that they might pray for Agnes, for he was afraid she 
would die. His mother told him’ Mrs. M. was not at home, 
and that she hoped Agnes would be better soon. Not long 
after, missing John, she went in search of him, and found him 
up stairs, knecling by the bedside, praying very earnestly. 
She heard him say, as she approached the room, ‘* O Lord 
God, thou art my salvation ; help thou me, and bless Agnes.” 
She, interrupting him, asked him what he was doing. “I 
am praying to God for Agnes,’? answered he, earnestly, 
‘that she may live; for it will be of no use to pray after she 
is dead.” 

About a month ago, on the sabbath-day, he said to his fa- 
ther, “* Go to hear Mr. ——, (a clergyman who preaches at 
——,) and then you will be a good man; for I prayed this 
morning that the Lord would make you a good man.” His 
father begged to be excused; but John’s entreaties were so 
strong and powerful, that he could not resist his importunity, 
but went with him. Ah, my friend, when I think of the good- 
ness of God in his dispensations towards the children of men,. 
{ am lost in wonder, love and praise: “* Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings,” the Lord saith, “ my praise may be 
perfected.” To think that a child like little John should take 
a father by the hand and lead him to hear the sound of the 
Gospel preached! And I know you will rejoice when I tell 
you, that the father and mother have gone ever since. | have 
some hopes they will be brought in, tor Mr. —— is a faith- 
ful minister of the Gospel, and Lhope his labours will not be 
in vain in the Lord. 
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Benefits of the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 


From the Ninth Report of the African Institution in Great 
Britain, it appears that since the abolition of the slave trade 
the importation from the Gold Coast alone, (a space of 250 
miles,) into Great Britain, has been double the amount of the 
importation from the whole Slave Coast of Africa, (an extent 
of 5800 miles,) prior to that event. And, from the single ri- 
ver of Sierra Leone, the imports in Great Britain were nearly, 
and the exports to the same river fully, equal to the imports 
and exports, (exclusive of the slave trade,) of the whole ex- 
tent of the Western Coast of Africa prior to the abolition of 
that traffic. 


—<>+O-—- 


DOMESTIC. 


‘ The Western Monitor,’ of Aug. 16, contains an animating address * to the 
Christian People of every denomination in the Western Country, but especial- 
ly in Kentucky,” making honourable mention of the American Bible Society, 
and soliciting a meeting of the friends of Bible Societies to be convened at 
Lexington on the 26th of September, ‘‘ for the purpose of taking into consi- 
deration the expediency of forming a Bible Society upon extended and ca- 
tholic principles, which shall be auriliary to the American Bible Society.” 


-—Dt+o— 


Extract from the First Report of the Saratoga County 
Bible Society, read before the Society July 10th, 1816. 


One year has not yet elapsed since the organization of our Society, and al- 
ready have we the means of distributing nearly six hundred Bibles among our 
destitute friends and neighbours in different parts of the county. 

It will doubtless be recollected by most of us, with sentiments of gratitude, 
that the Bible Society of Union College presented us with fifty Bibles for gra- 
tuitous distribution. These were disposed of to the several departments of 
the Society in the following manner, viz. To Ballston, Moreau, Stillwater, 
Milton, Northumberland, and Charlton three each. To Hadley and Halfmoon, 
ten each. To Galway, twelve. 

We are happy in casting our eyes over the reports of sister institutions 
in different parts of the State and of the United States, to discover an ardour 
in the prosecution of the great object before them, which is honourable to the 
Christian character, and calculated to give efficacy and success to exertion. 

But above all, we hail you, Brethren, on the most auspicious event which 
has ever commanded the attention of our American Israel—Tug ORGANIZA- 
yion of THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. The religion of the Prince 
ef Peace bath now received a national recognition, and God in mercy hath 
enabled us to wipe our reproach away. We now stand in an honourable reli- 
gious rank among the nations of the earth, and in future shall combine our ef- 
forts with theirs, in accomplishing, as instruments in the divine hand, the sure 
word of prophecy, in causing the radiant light of truth to dissipate the dark- 
ness that covers the face of the earth, and envelops millions of the human fa- 
mily. With this noble institution, with which are connected wealth, talents, 
and influence, we are invited by its constitution to co-operate, so far as re- 
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spects our surplus revenue. We are permitted also to enjoy the privilege of 
membership, and by our officers to take a part in their deliberations and de- 
cisions. 

In view of this mighty national effort, let us thank God and take courage, 
and contribute to the extent of our abilities to diffuse the knowledge of his 
will to the remotest parts of the earth. By order of the Board, 


SAMUEL BLATCHFORD, President. 
GILBERT M‘MASTER, Cor. Secretary. 


—@@5sto— 


At the semi-annual Meeting of the Saratoga County Bible 
Society, convened at Saratoga Springs, July 10th 1816. 


TxeE Constitution of the American Bible Society having been read, the fo}- 
lowing Resolution was submitted by the Board of Managers to the Society, 
and was unanimously adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That this Society become from henceforward auxiliary to the 


American Bible Society, upon the terms contained in the third article of their 
Constitution. 


oto 


AT a meeting of the New-Jersey Bible Society at Princeton, on the 28th 
Aug. 1816, the following article was added to their Constitution, by a unani- 
mous vote : 


‘¢ This Society will, from the present time, become auxiliary to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, by placing its surplus revenue at the disposal of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society.” 

The New-Jersey B. S. also voted a donation of 500 dollars to the national 
Institution. 

The Georgia Bible Society have likewise become auxiliary to the Amefi- 
ean Bible Society, and made them a present of 500 dollars. 

Besides the three Societies above mentioned, we have received information 
of the following auxiliaries, viz. : 

‘The Fayetieville Auxiliary Bible Society, (of N. C.) recently instituted ; 
The Stamford Bible Society (Connecticut) ; and the Female Auxiliary Bible 
Society of New-Haven, alsv lately formed ; making im all 29 auxiliaries to the 
American Bible Society, known at the present time. 

By unanimous votes, The New-York Bible Society and the Auxiliary 
New-York Bible Society have united in giving the stereotype plates of the Bi- 
ble, lately executed for them, to the American Bible Society. 

These plates, together with their furniture for printing, cost upwards of 3250 
dollars ; of which 100 dollars was granted by the Frederick County Bible 
Seciety of Virginia; 955 dollars by the British and Foreign Bible Society ; 
and the remainder, about 2200 dollars, was raised in this city. 

The city of New-York has, including the sum last mentioned, now com- 
tribeted between 7 and 8000 dollars to the American Bible Seciety: 











